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Hayniooil  l)mM  i««i  ll«f^«'^  j 
Ai  liiH  Woi  l<l  IVnia*  ral 

noiiflll  of  "DiH'k  lo  iiiiUlic  lltf. 

l.Xit  Of  ion,  nowlHK  rob<-s   wlU  «an- 

.li.lPd    lorl,.    Mild    Il.nvInK    l>»lr.  IhIKCQ 

sullrlcal  picture  of  Pre.sUU'nl  Hooyoi 
by  Uic  Jol.u  Kced  CUU>  n»  a  buk- 
KiouiKl,  Mr.  Duncan  lUKcd  the  ntsl- 
dent  to  turn  to  art  us  a  panacea  lor 
•Hlie  present  troubleH."  - 

The  Urst  two  Items  BOld  at  the  exlil- 
bllloii  yesterday  are  nol.  P^'''^'"tif,, 
all   It  was  announced  by  A.  fa.  Baylin- 
son.   secretary   of  the  boclety       One  , 
which  Weut  for  *8.  Is  a  work  by  Mury 
M    A.  Watkliis,  entitled  "Way  Down 
Under,"  and  was  made  by  paatlng  to- 
gether colore4  paper.    The  work  por- 
travs  a  group  of  penguilis  on  an  Ice- 
befc     The  other  Item  Is  an  embroid- 
ered picture  called  "Min's  Needlepoint  | 
and    Is   by   David   Diamondsteiii.      1 1 1 
showsva  peasant  woman  leading  a  nocK 
of  slieep  ,    _      ,  ... 

Ellas  Yacobowitz,  d  Rusylun  aitist 
from  Odessa,  Is  exhibiting  a  pictui-e  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  done  entuely  fhi^ 
flowerTretTfrsrW^entltled  "The  Eman- 

The' IndepeiKlent  show  will  be  open, 
today  and  continues  until  March  30. 


He^s  Patiently  Groiving 


With  Infinite  pationce,  Frank 
Oliver,  a  floriculturist  of  630  Fulton 
street,  has  made  an  unmistakable 
likeness  of  Abraham  Lincoln  out  of 
22000  tiny  living  plants. 

Tlie  growing  picture  is  10  feet 
wide,  20  feet  long.  It  took  him  four 
months  to  plant  it  in  his  spare  time. 
Background  consists  of  dark  green 
boxwood  grown  from  clippings  pf 
the  City  Hall  hedge. 

The  features  of  the  Great 
Emancipator  are  done  In  silvery 
gray  Santolina,  a  tiny  shrub  that 
looks  like  a  miniature  powdered 
Christmas  tree.  Each  separate 
plant  was  grown  and  transplanted 
to  the  picture. 

Spacing  is  an  inch  apart  in  all 
directions. 

Until  the  Santolina  has  grown  to 
a  sufficient  bushiness  to  cover  the 
interstices,  Ohver  is  using  white 
lime  on  their  soli  for  the  sake  of 
contrast  in  color. 

The  entire  portrait  Is  contained 
in  60  separate  boxes.    This  is  to 
make  the  picture  portable.  Each  box 
holds  Its  particular  portion  of  the 
jigsaw  puzzle  and  Is  numbered. 
"At     fir.st,"     said     Oliver,  "I 
thought  of  doing  Washington  or 
Roosevelt,  but  passed  them  up  for 
Lincoln.    I  think  he  is  the  great- 


Frank  Oliver's  Lincoln  of  22,000  Plants 


est  American  who  ever  lived.  He 
started  out  with  nothing — and  got 

somewhere." 

He  wants  to  keep  the  compasite 
a  few  months  longer  until  the  plants 
have  spread  into  a  solid  carpet  six 
inches  thick  with  the  portrait  In- 
tact. Clipping  will  keep  it  at  that 
thickness. 

Then  Oliver  will  give  It  to  some 
historical  organization  that  has  a 
place  to  replant  it.  He  has  not 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  what  or- 
ganization. Replanting  Is  only  a 
matter  of  knocking  the  sides  off 
the  boxes.  It  will  last  for  years, 
Oliver  says. 


Abraham  Liii€*oln 
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•LIVING  PORTRAIT'  OF  GREAT  EMANCIPATOR 


FINISHING  TOUCHES— Frank  Oliver,  local  gardener,  shown  putting  j BIRD'S  EYE  VIEW— Here  is  a  bird's  eye 
'inishing  touches  of  his  huge  plant  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln.        |view  of  "living  portrait."  (Story,  Col.  7,  8.) 

4«v,„jju«*.i«:.:.,s'.  .•  *  i^^^  ,.    J^.li'A  :  —Photo  by  San  yranriwo  KtamiMc 


Gardener  Makes  Image 
Of  Abe  Lincoln  in  Plants 


Frank  Oliver,  35,  a  gardener,^ 
realized  an  old  ambition  yester- 
day as  he  put  finishing  touches 
to  a  huge  "living  portrait"  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  which  consists 
entirely  of  plants. 

For  six  long  months  Oliver  has 
devoted  every  minute  of  his 
spare  time  in  his  baclt  yard  at 
630  Fulton  Street  to  the  construc- 
tion of  his  unique  memorial  to 
the  Great  Emancipator. 

The  "portrait"  was  originally 
designed  from  an  enlarged  pic- 
ture of  Lincoln,  which  Oliver  sub- 
divided into  squares. 

Then  with  the  aid  of  four  tons 
of  dirt  and  22,000  plants  arranged 
in  metal  forms  throughout  fifty- 
six  boxes  he  gradually  shaped  up 
the  mammoth  twenty  foot  long 
and  ten  foot  wide  image.  Box- 
wood hedge  cuttings  and  Santa 
Elena  plants  sprinkled  with  grass 
and  lime  were  used  by  Oliver  in 
his  "living  art"  memorial. 

"Provided    the    plants  are 
kept  trimmed,  the  present  ar-  . 
rangement  of  the  image  will 
last  for  at  least  twenty  years. 


and  by  transplanting  cuttings' 
it  can  endure  permanently," 
Oliver  said. 

Now  that  his  project  is  com 
pleted,  Oliver  plans  to  donate  it 
to  some  patriotic  society  as  e 
"living  shrine  of  remembrance.' 


Portrait  of  Lincoln  in  Flowers 


A "LIVING  portrait"  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  consisting  entirely  of  plants,  was 
constructed  by  Frank  Oliver  in  the  backyard  of  his  San  Francisco  home. 
It  wa3  designed  from  an  enlarged  picture  of  Lincoln,  which  Oliver  iub-divided 
Into  squares.  With  the  aid  of  four  tons  of  dirt  and  22,000  plants,  arranged  In 
metal  forms  in  58  boxes,  he  gradually  shaped  the  20-foot  long  and  10-foot  wide 
Imaye.  Box-wood  hedge  cuttings  and  santa  elena  plants,  sprinkled  with  grass 
and  lime,  were  used  by  Oliver  in  the  memorial.  The  job  took  six  months.  Pic- 
tures show  the  portrait  and  its  creator  at  work. 


House  Lincoln  Owned 


ONLY  house  ever  owned  by  Abraham 
Lincoln  is  this  one  in  Springrield, 
111.,  whore  the  Lincoln  family  lived 
from  1844  to  18(31.  It  was  from  this  house 
that  Lincoln  went  to  Washington,  where 
be  served  as  president. 


JOHN  W.  SHAI  FEB  AND  FRAIklE  OF  PRESSED  FLOWERS 

He  believes  they  were  taken  from  Liricoln'a  coffin 

★       ★★★  ★★★★ 

MEMENTOS  OF  FUNERAL 

Flowers  Found  Here 
Traced  to  Lincoln 

PRESSED  FLOWERS  believed  to  be  from  the  coffin  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  have  led  John  W.  Shaffer  on  a  five-year 
search  into  early  city  records. 

Now  he  is  convinced  the  flowers  are  authentic  mementos  from 
the  Lincoln  funeral  train  and  he  may  send  them  to  the  Lincoln 
museum  at  Springfield,  111. 

Shaffer  was  Hennepin  county  surveyor  24  years  and  now  spends 
the  winters  on  his  farm  near  Olraito,  Texas,  and  summers  at  Nisswa, 
Minn.  He  said  the  framed  flowers  were  found  about  five  years  ago 
during  razing  of  the  old  residence  of  Andrew  B.  Robbins  near  the 
Belt  Line  and  Jefferson  highway 
in  Robbinsdale. 

Writing  on  the  frame's  back,  be- 
low the  flowers,  said  the  flowers 
had  been  taken  from  Lincoln's 
coffin  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  by  Helen 
M.  and  Addie  J.  Walker  and  had 
been  placed  in  the  frame  by  Helen 
Walker. 

Shaffer  found  a  1873  city  di- 
rectory which  showed  Helen 
Walker  to  be  th^  prmcipal  of 
Madison  school,  and  boarding 
with  T.  B.  Walker,  surveyor,  at 
his  home  at  Ninth  street  and  First 
avenue  S. 

Then  Shaffer  borrowed  a  legis- 
lative manual  of  the  1886  session 
which  showed    that   Andrew   B.  i 
Robbins,  a  grainman  and  founder  ] 
of  Robbinsdale,  was  a  member  of  i 
the  legislature. 

Members  of  the  Walker  family 
said  the  Addie  referred  to  in  the 
wilting  apparently  was  Adelaide 
Walker,  who  married  Robbins. 

Helen  and  Adelaide  were  sis- 
ters of  T.  B.  Walker,  a  surveyor 
in  the  1860s  who  began  construc- 
tion of  his  lumber  empire  In  1870. 
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